
  Dear Parents and Leland Community, 
 
 Normally, I keep my columns brief, to the point, and usually about themes in education or 

life.  However, I would like to deviate from that format this month.  In education, spring 

brings the season for standardized testing the State of Illinois requires its schools to  

administer.  At the K-8 level they are the ISATs (Illinois Standards Achievement Tests)  

administered in early-March, and at the high school level they are the PSAEs (Prairie State 

Achievement Exams) administered in late-April.   The ISATs are given to students in grades 

3-8.  The PSAE is administered to all 11th graders and includes the ACT exam which is 

commonly used for admission to colleges and universities.  On both sets of exams, there is a heavy emphasis on 

math, reading, writing, and science. 

  

Why are these tests important?  One reason is that the results give schools, parents, and the students themselves a 

snapshot on how they compare to other students in their grade levels throughout the State of Illinois.  Another  

reason they are important is that schools and school districts are held accountable for meeting certain criteria under 

the Federal Law called No Child Left Behind.  For the students tested in 2012, schools and school districts need 

92.5% of their students tested meeting or exceeding state standards in reading and math.  This is a daunting  

number our teachers and students are working hard to meet. 

  

How can students succeed?  Part of that success is preparation by the school and teachers while another part is  

determined by the students themselves.  With a curriculum (taught by qualified teachers) aligned to state standards, 

and preparation on the part of the students, these same students participate in the exams with a solid baseline of 

knowledge and confidence.  Our elementary and middle school staff have taught the curriculum, while at the same 

time explaining to the students what the ISATs are all about.  The teachers had them well-prepared for the exams 

administered in early-March.  At the high school level, once again we will hold a PSAE prep workshop for 11th 

grade students.  In the past, almost all of the students in 11th grade participated in the free review sessions taught 

by our high school staff in the areas of science, English, math, and general study skills.  The PSAE will be given 

on April 24 and 25, 2012. 

  

Lastly, a commentary on the value of standardized testing. . .  While many of us are aware of the bias of  

standardized testing, we need to realize tests can provide valuable information.  In a perfect world, students should 

be judged on a combination of evidence: standardized tests, academic grades, and anecdotal information provided 

by the teacher.  Lacking a perfect world, our mission is to prepare our students as best we can for any format of test 

or challenge they encounter. 
 

As always, I welcome your feedback or thoughts on the above or any school-related topic.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Lane Abrell  

Superintendent 
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LELAND COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1  
Board of Education Briefs ï Regular Meeting  

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 ï 7:30 p.m. 

Room 10, Elementary Building ï 370 North Main Street  Leland, IL  60531 

 

At their regular meeting on February 15, 2012, the Board of Educationé 

 

Approved Minutes of the Regular Meeting from January 18, 2012, Destruction of Tapes ï December 16, 2009, 

and Financial Reports, Bills & Payroll. 

Were reminded that there was no second reading of policies. 

Approved the first reading of Policies 2:100 School Board ï Board Member Conflict of Interest; 2:120 Board 

Member Development; 2:120-E2 Exhibit ï Website Listing of Development and Training Completed by Board 

Members; 2:190 Mailing Lists for Receiving Board Material (Deleted); 2:200 Types of School Board Meetings; 

2:220-E2 Exhibit ï Motion to Adjourn to Closed 

Meeting; 2:220-E6 Exhibit ï Log of Closed Meeting Minutes; 2:260 Uniform Grievance Procedure; 

       4:110 Operational Services ï Transportation; 4:170 Safety; 4:170-AP2 Administrative Procedure ï 

       Criminal Offender Notification Laws; 4:170-AP4 Administrative Procedure ï National Terrorism 

       Advisory System. 

Approved the Personnel Report: 

Non-Certified Staff:   Approval of Hire ï Laura Levin, Intervention/Learning Lab Monitor; 

and Jamie Hardee, Aide for PALS (Spec. Ed.) Program. 

Set the District Goal Setting Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on March 21, before the scheduled March board meeting. 

Approved the senior trip to Cedar Point Amusement Park in Sandusky, Ohio, dates of May 14-17, 2012.  The 

estimated cost per paying attendant at this time is $209.59. 

Learned that the districtôs free and reduced lunch population is at 41.3%.  Thus, unless an exemption is granted by 

the Regional Superintendent of Schools for LaSalle County, the district will be required to offer a breakfast pro-

gram for the next school year.  Dr. Abrell has completed and filed the required documentation with LaSalle 

County Regional Superintendent, Jim Carlson. Mr. Carlson is required to conduct a public hearing to receive in-

put on the matter.  He has set that hearing for 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 28, 2012, at the LaSalle County 

Regional Office of Education.  The hearing is open to the public.  After such hearing, Mr. Carlson will inform  

       Dr. Abrell of his decision to grant the exemption to Leland C.U.S.D. #1. 

Reviewed the cafeteria report which showed a balance of -$179.99 for January, -$3,050.32 YTD.  

Reviewed the District Enrollment Report.  The district is up 2 students from a year ago. 

Were reminded of the upcoming sixth annual academic workshop for 11th graders taking the Prairie State 

Achievement Exam (PSAE).  This exam includes the ACT test.  This year, the workshop will be the afternoon of 

April 4th, with the PSAE exam being held April 24th and 25th, 2012.  There has been good attendance in the past ï 

in 2009-10, 27 out of 29 11th graders participated, and in 2010-11, there were 21 out of 24 in attendance.  As in 

the past, Mrs. Livingston, Dr. Abrell, and Mr. Blankenship, will make phone calls to parents informing them of 

the importance of their son/daughter attending the test prep sessions, and also a letter will be sent home in March. 

Reviewed the Building Administration Report.  Dr. Abrell informed the board of an upcoming workshop on 

March 7 on bullying, run by Butch Lockley and Suzy Bishop.  They will be meeting in the morning with students 

in K-3, 4-6, 7-8, and 9-12.  Then, after a 1:00 dismissal, they will be holding the workshop for teachers from1:30-

3:30.  They will also conduct an hour long seminar at the school the night before, for the community.   

       Mr. Lockley is a retired principal from Olney, IL, and a former ñSurvivor "contestant.  Assisting Mr. Lockley will      

be retired middle school teacher Suzy Bishop. 

Reviewed IVVC Board of Control Minutes from the February 1, 2012 meeting. 

Were reminded of the IASB Spring Dinner Meeting March 8, 2012 @ 6:00 p.m. at Oak Ridge Golf Course.                      

Members wishing to attend should notify Dr. Abrell by February 28th. 

Were reminded to file their economic interest statements as soon as possible. 

Were reminded to return Superintendent Evaluations to the high school secretary, Mrs. Frederick, by  

        March 9th. 

 



Scholarship Information 
New scholarship opportunities are posted on the bulletin board across from the guidance office 

and also in the Daily Bulletin.  Make sure to watch the due dates-most of them are coming up 

very soon!  Leland local scholarship applications are all due Tuesday, April 3, 2012 to the  

guidance office.  Brief interviews for a couple of the scholarships will follow later in April or 

early May. 

 

 

ISAT  (Illinois State Achievement Test) 
This year the 3rd-8th graders will take the ISAT exam during the week of March 5-9.  Make-ups 

will be the following week, March 12-16. It is important students be present every day for 

ISAT testing. Please make sure students eat a good breakfast and get plenty of rest.  All   

students are tested in reading and mathematics.  Additionally, 4th and 7th graders are tested in 

science. 

 

 

PSAE (Prairie State Achievement Exam) 
All juniors will take the PSAE on April 24  and April 25 , with makeup testing on 

May 8 and 9.  On the first day of the PSAE, students will take the actual ACT exam.  There-

fore, juniors do not need to take the ACT exam at another test site, unless they choose to at a 

later date to increase their scores.  The PSAE ACT scores are official and will be accepted by  

colleges and universities.  The tests given on the second day are an ISBE developed Science 

test, Work Keys Applied Mathematics, and Work Keys Reading for Information.  The juniors 

will receive more information about the PSAE before the actual exam. Juniors may want to 

check out www.actstudent.org for sample ACT questions in English, mathematics, reading, and 

science. 

 

 

ACT Review Day for Juniors 
In order to best prepare students to take the ACT, we are hosting an ACT preparation workshop 

on Wednesday, April 4, at Leland High School from 12:00 noon-3:30 p.m.  This will be the 6th 

year this event has been offered free of charge to the LHS juniors.  Last year, all juniors partici-

pated and the feedback was positive.  The workshop will be made up of four 45-minute ses-

sions: math with Mr. Blindt, science with Mrs. Dailey, English/reading with Miss Smith, and 

test-taking strategies with Mr. Spring.  Snacks will be provided for students.  In addition, there 

will be many door prizes available for students at the end of the workshop. We are asking all 

juniors to attend this workshop. 

 

Job Shadowing ï Wednesday, March 21: all Juniors/Seniors at individual job  

placements and Freshmen/Sophomores at group placements 

Counselor Corner 

Created by: Marissa Horswill 

Mrs. Livingston, mlivingston@leland1.org 
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                 WYSE 
 

Six Leland High School students  

participated, along with 12 other schools, in 

the World Wide Youth in Science and  

Engineering on January 31st. The students 

took two separate, forty minute tests in  

different subjects. The subject areas included:  

English, chemistry, mathematics, physics,  

biology, engineering graphics, and computer 

science. When the testing was over the scores 

were added up to see how each individual 

school placed. The Leland WYSE team placed 

2nd in the regional division. By placing  

second, they move on to the next round of  

competition that will take place at NIU  

on March 6th.  

Back Row: Mrs. Dailey, Michael Torres,  

Hannah McCullough  

Front Row: Jennifer Brown, Hannah Hacker,  

Lauren Anderson   

            IVVC Student of  the Month  
 
     Congratulations to Kaitlin Perkins for being named student of the  
     month for February for her class: Health Occupations.  
     Way to go Kaitlin ï keep up the good work! 

 
                                     

 

 

The 7th and 8th graders at Leland 

School participated in a science fair. 

Joey Aviles, Monica Loy, and Rion 

Schulz received honorable mention 

for their projects. Brenden Lennergard, 

an 8th grader, who did a project called, 

ñHow Does Refrigeration, Storage, and 

Color Affect Egg Freshness?ò won 1st 

place. Glen Larson, an 8th grader, won 

2nd with his project ñDo Diesel Fuel 

Additives Increase Fuel Economy?ò 

and Ethan Plote, an 8th grader, won 3rd 

place with his project, ñ Through Thick 

and Thin.ò Brenden, Glen, and Ethan 

will advance to the regional science fair 

at NIU on March 17, 2012.  

         

         Congratulations to all of them!!.  
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Left to Right: Rion Schulz, Joey Aviles, Monica Loy,  

Ethan Plote, Glen Larson, Brenden Lennergard 

Science Fair Winners  



5th Grade 

Courtney Cameron- 1st Bells Solo, 1st Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Duet, 1st Vocal Quartet, 1st Septet 

Abigail Eckman-1st Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Septet 

Kaitlyn Fury-1st Septet 

Macie Jansen-1st Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Duet, 1st Vocal Quartet, 1st Vocal Septet 

Julia Niles-1st Vocal Duet, 1st Vocal Quartet, 1st Vocal Septet 

Avery Plote-1st Saxophone Solo, 1st Vocal Solo, 1st Septet 

Sophia Winckler-1st Vocal Duet, 1st Vocal Quartet, 1st Vocal Septet 

6th Grade 

Marcus Aviles-1st Snare Drum Solo, 1st Vocal Choir, 1st Vocal Sextet, 1st Vocal Choir 

Hannah Flanagan-2nd Vocal Solo, 2nd Vocal Duet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Kaitlyn Fries-2nd Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Choir 

Willow House-1st Vocal Choir 

Brady Kreiter-1st Trumpet Solo 

Xander Lawson-2nd Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Sextet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Lynsey Nelson-2nd Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Choir 

Faith Priebe-1st Vocal Quartet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Jadelynn Rozsypal-1st Vocal Solo, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Deidra Santiago-2nd Vocal Choir 

Logan Stralka-1st Vocal Sextet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Arlowynne Theurer-2nd Vocal Choir 

Emily Unterberg- 1st Vocal Choir 

7th Grade 

Gavin Dannenberg-1st Baritone Solo, 1st Vocal Sextet, 1st Vocal Choir 

Sam Dierdorff-1st Vocal Choir 

Dylan Perkins-1st Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Choir 

Jordan Sinetos-2nd Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Quartet, 1st Vocal Choir 

8th Grade 

Abby Baumbach- 1st Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Quartet, 1st Vocal Quintet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Sydney Connolley-1st Vocal Quintet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Karli Klemm-1st Flute Solo 

Brenden Lennergard- 1st Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Sextet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Monica Loy- 1st Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Quartet, 1st Vocal Quintet, 1st Vocal Choir 

Ethan Plote- 1st Trombone Solo, 1st Vocal Sextet, 1st Vocal Choir 

Hannah Rodgers-1st Vocal Quintet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

Rion Schulz-2nd Snare Drum Solo 

Holly Walter-1st Vocal Solo, 1st Vocal Quintet, 2nd Vocal Choir 

CONGRATULATIONS . . .  
to all students who competed in the Solo and Ensemble Contest on Saturday, February 25th. 

We had thirty-five entries, and brought home twenty-six firsts and nine seconds!   

Results are as follows: 
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 The music department has been a constant 

flurry of activity recently. Students in grades 3-5 have 

been working on their Blues compositions, as well as 

performing African American spirituals. Students 

have also been learning about the history of slavery, 

the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln which has been 

an eye opening experience for many! Our next lesson 

will cover ñRhythms, Rhyming and Rapping with Dr. 

Seussò and will involve reading popular Dr. Seuss 

books, discovering the rhythms and applying them to 

a Rap beat! Band and chorus students are also      

working hard and gearing up for their spring concert, 

which will include selections such as The Incredibles, 

Na Na Kiss Him Goodbye, Blue Moon, Firework, 

Smile and much, much more! Come see the musical 

talent Leland School has to offer on 

April 17th!   The ñSpirit of Chicago/Blue Manò trip 

will take place on April 18th. All participating  

students and chaperones are asked to meet at 

the school in the media center at 7:30 a.m.  

Students who already own the green polo shirt 

will need to wear it. All other participants are 

asked to please wear something green so that 

our group can be readily identified.  

               Thank you!  Leland Music Boosters will be hosting a 

Daddy/Daughter Dance on April 28th from 6:00

-8:00 p.m. Our theme is Masquerade/Mardi 

Gras, and we would be happy to accept any   

donations that could enrich this event. If you 

celebrate Mardi Gras, please consider donating 

items to the music department rather than 

throwing them away! We could use the     

following items: 

*Masks *Feathers *Beads (Green, Gold, 

Purple) *Streamers *Balloons *Purple, 

Green lights, glow sticks, etc *Purple, Green 

ornaments. 

Mark your calendars! 
April 17th: Fine Arts Festival with 

Band and Chorus concert            

beginning at 7:00p.m. 

April 18th: Spirit of Chicago music 

trip. Meet in the Media Center at 

7:30a.m. 

April 28th: Daddy/Daughter Dance 

(Masquerade) from 6:00-8:00p.m. Created By Brad Johnson 



Leland School is hosting Smile Programs...the mobile dentists, on Friday, April 13, 

2012.We have invited Smile Programséthe mobile dentists to coordinate on-site dental 

care at our school because we know good dental hygiene is important to childrenôs  

overall good health. Best of all, your child can receive dental care at NO COST TO 

YOU, as Medicaid, CHIP, and most other insurances cover 100% of prevention  

treatment. 

 

Tooth decay is the most common chronic and infectious disease among children. In  

addition, kids with oral disease can suffer with pain and have difficulty eating. 

 

The dental team will set up a mini-dental office at school and provide dental services for 

all children who return completed forms. Dental services can be provided to families 

who need financial assistance, and there are subsidized fees for those who choose to pay 

for preventive care. 

 

The Smile Programs has been servicing schools, and creating healthy smiles, for over 

14 years. All dentists are state licensed and will conduct a complete dental exam. 

 

Signing up your children to see the mobile dental team is an easy way for them to get 

necessary dental care. If you want your child to see the dentist on ñShine Your Smile 

Dayò, just fill out the permission slip sent home with your child, and return it to 

school. 

 

You can learn more about Smile Programs...the mobile dentists by visiting 

www.mobiledentists.com and watch the short video about the dental care program. 

     Twilight Easter Egg Hunt  

 

 

At Bethany Lutheran Church 

 March 30, 2012-7:00 p.m. 

Ages 0-9 

 

   Bring your own basket and flashlight 

    Middle School Student Council News  

 

Elections for next year's Middle School Student Council (6th, 7th 

and 8th graders) will take place in May of this year.  Petitions will 

be passed out April 30th, and are due back to the grade school 

office by May 4th.  



American Red Cross Blood Drive At Leland School 
 
The National Honor Society will host a Blood Drive on Wednesday, April 20, 2012 

in the Leland High School gymnasium from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. All students age 

16 and older, all faculty and staff, and all community members are invited to give the 

gift of life. Call the school for an appointment time, 815-495-3881, or walk-ins are invited. 

Kindergarten Screening 
 

Kindergarten Screening will take place Monday, April 9, Wednesday, April 11, 

and Thursday, April 12. If you have not yet registered for kindergarten please do 

so as soon as possible. Mrs. Twait will be contacting families to set up a screening 

time for your child. 

Jump Rope For Heart 
Jump Rope for Heart took place on  

Thursday, February 2, 2012. Grades 2-5  

participated during their P.E. classes.  

Leland  School collected a total  

of $1,217.50. 

Top Winners 
2nd Grade 

Jack Kramer:$146.00 

 

3rd Grade 

Haley Sira:$160.00 

Madison Nelson:$140.00 

 
4th Grade 

Logan Wesson:$135.00 

Paige Hanson:$135.00 

 
5th Grade 

Avery Plote:$120.00 
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Prom/Post Prom 

 
This yearôs prom theme is ñThe Roaring Twentiesò and it will be at Festivities 

Unlimited in Ottawa, IL on Saturday, May 5th. 

 

Student Council/SADD will be hosting the Post Prom Activities in the Leland 

High School Gym. Any monetary or gift/food donations would be greatly  

appreciated!! Thank you in advance for your support. 
 

Please contact Conni Anderson at the school for further information: 815-495-3231 

From left to right: Avery Plote, Jack Kramer,  

Madison Nelson, Haley Sira, Paige Hanson, and 

Logan Wesson 



 

Ti 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Come join our 

merry men before the play for  

a feast worthy of thieves and  

nobles alike! 

When: Thursday, March 22nd from 4:30-7:00 pm 

 

Where: School Cafeteria 

 

Menu: Hot Roast Beef Sandwich, 2 sides,           

dessert, & drink 

 

Price: Adults = $8.00 Children = $6.00 
 

Thank you for        

supporting the  

Sophomore Class! 
 

*Tickets can be purchased at the door or 

from any sophomore class student. 
 



Come to the Book Fair and support Leland School! 
  
Join us in sharing a love of reading with our students at Lelandôs 
Scholastic Book Fair. The fair will be set up in the Reading Room  
located in the Media Center and will be open from Monday, April 9 th 
to Tuesday, April 17th .  
  
The fair will be open during your childôs lunch, and during public 
library hours Monday, April 9th and Monday April 16th from 4:00 
p.m. ï 8:00 p.m .  

 

Canôt make it to the fair? No problem! This year you will be able to 
order titles online where you can shop an expanded selection of 
books! Please visit our online fair: http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/

bookfairs/cptoolkit/onlinefair/FairFinder.jsp. Online shopping will take place 
April 6-20.  
 

The Scholastic Book Fair is a great way to connect your child with 
many wonderful books at affordable prices. You can also stock  
up on books for summer reading! 
  
We appreciate your dedication to creating lifelong readers.   
See you at the Book Fair! 
  
Mary Hamer 
hamerm@leland1.org 
  

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/onlinefair/FairFinder.jsp
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/onlinefair/FairFinder.jsp


Leland School District 

Technology Department 

15ó LCD Monitors for Sale 

Due to recent upgrades in the labs, the district has 12 used 15  

LCD monitors for sale. Each monitor is in good working order and 

comes with all required cables. This sale is only for the  monitors 

not the computers.  

Each monitor is $10.00,  and all proceeds will go to the technology 

fund for the district.  Stop by the school or call Ron Robinson at

( 8 15 ) 495-3881 in the technology department, if you have any 

questions or would like to purchase one. 

Leland School District 

Technology Department 

370 North Main 

Leland, Il 

815-495-3881 

Ask for Ron 


