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Dear Parents and Leland Community,

life. However, | would like to deviate from that format this month. In education, spring
brings the season for standardized testing the State of lllinois requires its schools to
administer. At the K-8 level they are the ISATSs (lllinois Standards Achievement Tests)
administered in earliWlarch, and at the high school level they are the PSAEs (Prairie S
Achievement Exams) administered in ftpril. The ISATSs are given to students in grad
3-8. The PSAE is administered to all 11th graders and includes the ACT exam which
commonly used for admission to colleges and universitasboth sets of exams, there is a heavy emphasis
math, reading, writing, and science.

Why are these tests importan@he reason is that the results give schools, parents, and the students themg
snhapshot on how they compare to other students in their grade levels throughout the State oAtiatbés.
reason they are important is that schools and school districts are held accountable for meeting certain crit
the Federal Law called No Child Left BehinHor the students tested in 2012, schools and school districts n¢
92.5% of their students tested meeting or exceeding state standards in reading afdisiétla daunting
number our teachers and students are working hard to meet.

Normally, | keep my columns brief, to the point, and usually about themes in educatign or

tate
eS
S

elves a

eria un(
ped

How can students succee®art of that success is preparation by the school and teachers while another part is

determined by the students themselwaéth a curriculum (taught by qualified teachers) aligned to state stan
and preparation on the part of the students, these same students participate in the exams with a solid bag
knowledge and confidenc®ur elementary and middle school staff have taught the curriculum, while at the
time explaining to the students what the ISATs are all about. The teachers had thprapeattd for the exams
administered in earlivarch. At the high school level, once again we will hold a PSAE prep workshop for 11
grade studentsln the past, almost all of the students in 11th grade participated in the free review sessions
by our high school staff in the areas of science, English, math, and general studyBRIIBSAE will be given
on April 24 and 25, 2012.

Lastly, a commentary on the value of standardized testingvhile many of us are aware of the bias of
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standardized testing, we need to realize tests can provide valuable information. In a perfect world, students shot

be judged on a combination of evidence: standardized tests, academic grades, and anecdotal informatior]
by the teacher. Lacking a perfect world, our mission is to prepare our students as best we can for any for
or challenge they encounter

As always, | welcome your feedback or thoughts on the above or any-selatet! topic.
Sincerely,

Dr. Lane Abrell
Superintendent
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LELAND COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1
Board of Education Briefsi Regular Meeting
Wednesday, February 15, 2012 7:30 p.m.
Room 10, Elementary Buildingi 370 North Main Street Leland, IL 60531

At their regular meeting on February 15, 2012, the Boa

e Approved Minutes of the Regular Meeting from January 18, 2012, Destruction of iTBesmber 16, 2009,
and Financial Reports, Bills & Payroll.

e Were reminded that there was no second reading of policies.

e Approved the first reading of Polici@s100 School Boarél Board Member Conflict of Interest; 2:120 Board
Member Development; 2:1282 Exhibiti Website Listing of Development and Training Completed by Board
Members; 2:190 Mailing Lists for Receiving Board Material (Deleted); 2:200 Types of School Board Meetings;
2:220-E2 Exhibiti Motion to Adjourn to Closed
Meeting; 2:220E6 Exhibiti Log of Closed Meeting Minutes; 2:260 Uniform Grievance Procedure;

4:110 Operational ServicésTransportation; 4:170 Safety; 4:1AP2 Administrative Proceduiie
Criminal Offender Notification Laws; 4:178P4 Administrative ProcedufieNational Terrorism
Advisory System.

e Approved the Personnel Report:
Non-Certified Staff Approval of Hirel Laura Levin, Intervention/Learning Lab Monitor;
and Jamie Hardee, Aide for PALS (Spec. Ed.) Program.

e Set the District Goal Setting Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on March 21, before the scheduled March board meeting.

e Approved the senior trip to Cedar Point Amusement Park in Sandusky, Ohio, dates of-Mgy2042. The
estimated cost per paying attendant at this time is $209.59.

e Learned that the districtdéds free and reduced lunch p
the Regional Superintendent of Schools for LaSalle County, the district will be required to offer a breakfast pro-
gram for the next school year. Dr. Abrell has completed and filed the required documentation with LaSalle
County Regional Superintendent, Jim Carlson. Mr. Carlson is required to conduct a public hearing to receive in-
put on the matter. He has set that hearing for 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 28, 2012, at the LaSalle County
Regional Office of Education. The hearing is open to the public. After such hearing, Mr. Carlson will inform
Dr. Abrell of his decision to grant the exemption to Leland C.U.S.D. #1.

e Reviewed the cafeteria report which showed a balane®ld®.99 for January$3,050.32 YTD.
e Reviewed the District Enrollment Report. The district is up 2 students from a year ago.

e Were reminded of the upcoming sixth annual academic workshop fagraders taking the Prairie State
Achievement Exam (PSAE). This exam includes the ACT test. This year, the workshop will be the afternoon of
April 4™ with the PSAE exam being held April'2dnd 29", 2012. There has been good attendance in thé past
in 200910, 27 out of 29 1" graders participated, and in 2010, there were 21 out of 24 in attendance. As in
the past, Mrs. Livingston, Dr. Abrell, and Mr. Blankenship, will make phone calls to parents informing them of
the importance of their son/daughter attending the test prep sessions, and also a letter will be sent home in March.
e Reviewed the Building Administration Report. Dr. Abrell informed the board of an upcoming workshop on
March 7 on bullying, run by Butch Lockley and Suzy Bishop. They will be meeting in the morning with students
in K-3, 46, 7-8, and 912. Then, after a 1:00 dismissal, they will be holding the workshop for teachers frem1:30
3:30. They will also conduct an hour long seminar at the school the night before, for the community.
Mr. Lockley is a retired principal from Olney, 'L, a
be retired middle school teacher Suzy Bishop.

e Reviewed IVVC Board of Control Minutes from the February 1, 2012 meeting.

e Were reminded of the IASB Spring Dinner Meeting March 8, 2012 @ 6:00 p.m. at Oak Ridge Golf Course.
Members wishing to attend should notify Dr. Abrell by Februar$. 28

e Were reminded to file their economic interest statements as soon as possible.

e Were reminded to return Superintendent Evaluations to the high school secretary, Mrs. Frederick, by
March g™




Counsalor Corner

Mrs. Livingston, mlivingston@lelandl.org

Scholarship Information
New scholarship opportunities are posted on the bulletin board across from the guidanc
and also in the Daily Bulletin. Make sure to watch the due -glatess of them are coming up
very soon! Leland local scholarship applications are all due Tuesday, April 3, 2012 to th
guidance office. Brief interviews for a couple of the scholarships will follow later in April
early May.

e

s
ISAT (lllinois State Achievement Test)
This year the '$-8" graders will take the ISAT exam during the weelairch 5-9. Makeups
will be the following week, March 126. It is important students be present every day for
ISAT testing. Please make sure students eat a good breakfast and get plenty of rest. A
students are tested in reading and mathematics. Addition&ndi?" graders are tested in
science.

PSAE (Prairie State Achievement Exam)
All juniors will take thePSAE on April 24 andApril 25, with makeup testing on

e office

e
or

May 8 and 9. On the first day of the PSAE, students will take the actual ACT exam. There-

fore, juniors do not need to take the ACT exam at another test site, unless they choose
later date to increase their scores. The PSAE ACT scores are official and will be accep
colleges and universities. The tests given on the second day are an ISBE developed S
test, Work Keys Applied Mathematics, and Work Keys Reading for Information. The jun
will receive more information about the PSAE before the actual exam. Juniors may wan
check outwww.actstudent.orpr sample ACT questions in English, mathematics, reading

science.
ACT Review Day for Juniors

In order to best prepare students to take the ACT, we are hosting an ACT preparation W
on Wednesday, April 4, at Leland High School from 12:00 A&@0 p.m. This will be the"
year this event has been offered free of charge to the LHS juniors. Last year, all juniors
pated and the feedback was positive. The workshop will be made up of fmindte ses
sions: math with Mr. Blindt, science with Mrs. Dailey, English/reading with Miss Smith
testtaking strategies with Mr. Spring. Snacks will be provided for students. In addition
will be many door prizes available for students at the end of the workshop. We are as
juniors to attend this workshop.

Job Shadowingi Wednesday, March 21: all Juniors/Seniors at individual job
placements and Freshmen/Sophomores at group placements
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CONGRATULATIONS.. ..

to all students who competed in the Solo and Ensemble Contest on Saturday, February 25th.
We had thirtyfive entries, and brought home twersix firsts and nine seconds!
Results are as follows:

5" Grade

Courtney Camerorl® Bells Solo, ' Vocal Solo, I Vocal Duet, # Vocal Quartet, ¥ Septet
Abigail Eckman1® Vocal Solo, i Vocal Septet

Kaitlyn Fury-1%' Septet

Macie Jansen® Vocal Solo, 1 Vocal Duet, ¥ Vocal Quartet, ¥ Vocal Septet

Julia Niles1*' Vocal Duet, ' Vocal Quartet, I Vocal Septet

Avery Plote1* Saxophone Solo,*Vocal Solo, 1 Septet

Sophia Winckler1® Vocal Duet, ¥ Vocal Quartet, ¥ Vocal Septet

6" Grade
Marcus Aviles1® Snare Drum Solo,*1Vocal Choir, £ Vocal Sextet, ¥ Vocal Choir
Hannah Flanaga®™ Vocal Solo, 2? Vocal Duet, 2*Vocal Choir
Kaitlyn Fries2" Vocal Solo, ¥ Vocal Choir

Willow House1* Vocal Choir

Brady Kreiter1% Trumpet Solo

Xander Lawsor2™ Vocal Solo, ¥ Vocal Sextet, ? Vocal Choir
Lynsey Nelsor2" VVocal Solo, T Vocal Choir

Faith Priebel™ Vocal Quartet, 2 Vocal Choir

Jadelynn Rozsypdl® Vocal Solo, 2° Vocal Choir

Deidra Santiag@" Vocal Choir

Logan Stralkal™ Vocal Sextet, % Vocal Choir

Arlowynne Theure®2" Vocal Choir

Emily Unterberg 1% Vocal Choir

7" Grade

Gavin Dannenberd® Baritone Solo, ¥ Vocal Sextet, % Vocal Choir
Sam Dierdorff1%' Vocal Choir

Dylan Perkins1®Vocal Solo, ¥ Vocal Choir

Jordan Sineteg™ Vocal Solo, 1 Vocal Quartet, ¥ Vocal Choir

8" Grade

Abby Baumbach1® Vocal Solo, #Vocal Quartet, ¥ Vocal Quintet, 2 Vocal Choir
Sydney Connolleyi™ Vocal Quintet, 2! Vocal Choir

Karli Klemm-1% Flute Solo

Brenden Lennergard® Vocal Solo, 1 Vocal Sextet, ?' Vocal Choir

Monica Loy 1* Vocal Solo, ¥ Vocal Quartet, ¥ Vocal Quintet, ¥ Vocal Choir
Ethan Plote 1% Trombone Solo, *iVocal Sextet, ¥ Vocal Choir

Hannah Rodger$™ Vocal Quintet, 2 Vocal Choir

Rion Schulz2" Snare Drum Solo

Holly Walter-1%' Vocal Solo, ¥ Vocal Quintet, 2 Vocal Choir
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The music department has been a constant ki WEZATIE Q_
flurry of activity recently. Students in grades 35 have | [ ois
been working on their Blues compositions, as well as | | :
performing African American spirituals. Students T e S
have also been learning about the history of slavery, | P& s
the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln which has been = 5i5 ;
an eye opening experience for many! Our next lesson w) s WY
will cover ARhythms, Rhy & e -‘ bing wit
Seusso and will involve N 4 =fFsa-°l ar  Dr .
books, discovering the rhythms and applying them to j&5 =
a Rap beat! Band and chorus students are also : i
working hard and gearing up for their spring concert, ; 2
which will include selections such as The Incredibles, | F TE
Na Na Kiss Him Goodbye, Blue Moon, Firework, =
Smile and much, much more! Come see the musical

talent Leland School has to offer on
April 17th! The ASpirit of Chicago/ B

will take place on April 18th. All participating
students and chaperones are asked to meet at

" S the school in the media center at 7:30 a.m.
e, Py Students who already own the green polo shirt
Y .1 will need to wear it. All other participants are

asked to please wear something green so that
our group can be readily identified.
Thank you!
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Leland School is hosting Smile Programs...the mobile dentists, on Friday, April 1!
2012. We have invited Smil e Pr og-sie dental
care at our school because we
overall good health. Best of ajlpur child can receive dental care at NO COST TO
YOU, as Medicaid, CHIP, and most other insurances cover 100% of prevention
treatment.

Tooth decay is the most common chronic and infectious disease among children
addition, kids with oral disease can suffer with pain and have difficulty eating.

The dental team will set up a midental office at school and provide dental service

know g|o

5 for

all children who return completed forms. Dental services can be provided to families

who need financial assistance, and there are subsidized fees for those who choo
for preventive care.

The Smile Programs has been servicing schools, and creating healthy smiles, fof
14 years. All dentists are state licensed and will conduct a complete dental exam

Signing up your children to see the mobile dental team is an easy way for them t(
necessary dentalcatlef you want your child to s
Dayo, just fill out the permission s
school.

You can learn more about Smile Programs...the mobile dentists by visiting
www.mobiledentists.corand watch the short video about the dental care program
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Twilight Easter Egg Hunt

N
At Bethany Lutheran Church \){7 (;&J&
March 30, 20127:00 p.m. @L‘{ \7@\3“

v & &
Ages 09 0 g &W

Bring your own basket and flashlight




Kindergarten Screening

Kindergarten Screening will take place Monday, April 9, Wednesday, April 1j1,
and Thursday, April 12. If you have not yet registered for kindergarten pleage do
S0 as soon as possible. Mrs. Twait will be contacting families to set up a screning

time for your child.
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Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Come join our
merry men before the play for
a feast worthy of thieves and
nobles alike!

When Thursday, March 2% from 4:30:7:00 p

Where School Cafeteria

Menu Hot Roast Beef Sandwich, 2 sides,
dessert, & drink

rice Adults = $8.00 Children = $6.00

*Tickets can be purchased at the door or
from any sophomore class student.



BOOK FAIR

It ¥ Reaqu Celebration!

Come to the Book Fair and support Leland School!

Join us in sharing a | ove of reading
Scholastic Book Fair. The fair will be set up in the Reading Room

located in the Media Center and will be open from Monday, April 9 ™

to Tuesday, April 17th .

The fairwillbeopendur i ng your cahdduridgpsblid unch
library hours Monday, April 9th and Monday April 16th from 4:00
p.m. T 8:00 p.m.

Can6ét make it to the fair? No proble
order titles online where you can shop an expanded selection of

books! Please visit our online fair: http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/
bookfairs/cptoolkit/onlinefair/FairFinder.jsp. Online shopping will take place

April 6-20.

The Scholastic Book Fair is a great way to connect your child with__
many wonderful books at affordable prices. You can also stock
up on books for summer reading! ‘

We appreciate your dedication to creating lifelong readers.
See you at the Book Fair!

Mary Hamer
hamerm@lelandl.org

MSCHOLASTIC

Read Every Day. Lead a Better Life.

© 2011 Scholastic Inc. 9667 » 61501



http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/onlinefair/FairFinder.jsp
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/onlinefair/FairFinder.jsp

156 LCD Mon

Due to recent wupgrades in the
LCD monitors for sale. Each monitor is in good working order and
comes with all required cables. This sale is only for the monitors

not the computers.

Each monitor is $10.00, and all proceeds will go to the technology
fund for the district. Stop by the school or call Ron Robinson at
(815)495-3881 in the technology department, if you have any

questions or would like to purchase one.

ab

Leland School Distrid

Leland School District
Technology Department

370 North Main
Leland, Il

8151953881
Ask for Ron



